M 8 AR JE A — IBOE IR A sl R

(AHR  FEEXBEYE)

e 2H,

R

TERER

1
2
3

10

ARERFEI . PR 10 BE2 S PR 11 B30 5 TTH 5o

AR OEHDH 5 % T MEMF2r 2T &,
CORBTIE, BEMF (4_=2), ALK 2RO TES KL ER
9%,

RGO G D > THh S, ERKICZBHETZLTRHATEIE (KA
DRARAFE), ERMI2BDEDT, I 2HIRTICRHATIIL,
REE. MERROFTE OMICHEFEE TRLAT A Z & FrE DREMLANIEE
AL 7B IERTH 5,

[ - M OB AR R — T DR ERHIRIAEE 2 5505503 2 61k, F
HIFTC, RBEEENZ ISR THrLZORHRLESLZ &,

JFHIE LT BB o s B R IR 22\,

72720, BEDPEL o728 M UIT &L o 728%1. B2y
T, ABEEEPZ IR TrLZOFEH LIS Z &,

AR T OEMBH > 76 EBICERTEZE 2 L,

R T OERDD > TEIEHEZEWA S, Lo EICHER & FE S K
ZERTEZ, TOLRICRIILMEERKZ ML - B2loMERH#Ks EiZ%k 2
EIHICHERTELZ L,

ABEEEOFTDRH LT TRELANVI L,



X BEBEZRARICEZLRIV,

1 Read the passage. Then write a paragraph of about 150 words in English to answer

the question below the passage. In your paragraph, use your own words and ideas.

PR REAT S BT )
A gender quota system

A quota system* tries to solve the problem of inequalities that are difficult to get rid
of. For example, gender quotas try to address gender inequalities in politics by making
sure that a certain percentage of politicians are women. This system started in Norway.
In 1978, the Gender Equality Act was passed. Subsequently, in 1988, the law was changed
to state that “in public places where decisions are made, no one sex should make up less
than 40% of the seats.”

Norway was also the first country to introduce a quota system for women in
company management positions. In 2002, a law was passed requiring that 40% of company
board members be women. Since then, other countries, such as France, the United
Kingdom, and Germany have done the same thing. According to recent data, the number
of women in management positions in these countries has been increasing.

However, while the gender quota is being adopted by an increasing number of
countries, it remains a subject of debate not only in Japan, but also worldwide. There are
arguments and questions such as, “It leads to reverse discrimination” and “Is it acceptable
to select people simply because they are female?”

* quota system : 7 4 — % il

Question: According to the Global Gender Gap Report 2025, Japan ranks 118th out of 148
countries, and its gender gaps in the political and economic spheres are a major
concern. Do you think a gender quota system should be introduced in Japan?
Give reasons for your answer.
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2 | Read the following article and choose the best words below to fill the spaces.

The Potential of Animism in Modern Society

Animism is a belief system that recognizes spirits in all natural objects, including
animals, plants, and rocks. The term was first (1) by nineteenth-century
anthropologist* Edward Tylor to describe the characteristics of “primitive religions”
around the world. Subsequently, those Europeans who considered themselves at the top
of civilization viewed animism as an inferior system of belief practiced by uncivilized
societies. In their view, animism had failed to (2) into a monotheistic* religion
such as Christianity.

However, in recent years, animism has been reevaluated. Since the Renaissance*,
humanity has positioned itself at the center of the ecosystem, managing and (3)
nature. In the process, it has destroyed the Earth's environment and caused many
(4) to die out. In this context, animism’s new potential is attracting attention.
Animism asserts that humans are not the sole masters of the Earth. This is fundamentally
different from the traditional Western idea that humans are (5) to nature. Animism
is believed to have the power to challenge human-centered thinking and (6)
relationships with all forms of nature.

* anthropologist : AFE%#H
* monotheistic : —fH#H D
* the Renaissance : V1%~ &

(1) A. coined B. ignored C. scheduled D. shortened
(2) A. decline B. dispose C. progress D. retreat

(3) A. dominating B. muting C. preserving D. recovering
(4) A. conflicts B. encounters C. organisms D. spectators
(5) A. accustomed B. cruel C. sensitive D. superior

(6) A. confirm B. dismiss C. distribute D. reconstruct
Sources:
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Swancutt, K. (2019). Animism. The Open Encyclopedia of Anthropology. https.//www.anthroencyclopedia.com/entry/animism
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3 | Read the following article and do the task below.

Decolonization*

Decolonization happens when a country that was once ruled by another country
becomes independent. When the term “decolonization” first became widely used in the
20th century, it referred only to gaining political freedom. Today, however, it is used in a
new way; decolonization also means working to build a society where everyone is treated
equally and fairly.

Let’s take the case of the American continent. When European countries took control
of it, their actions caused serious harm to Indigenous* communities. They not only took
away the land and resources of Indigenous Peoples, but they also tried to erase
Indigenous cultures, languages, and ways of life. Even after the colonies of European
nations gained independence, many people with European backgrounds still held unfair
views about Indigenous Peoples. Because of this, many former colonies are still working
through the process of decolonization. This means trying to fix the damage caused by
colonization and build a more fair and inclusive society.

Canada, which was once a colony of France and Britain, is one of the countries
working on decolonization. Although Canada began to gain political freedom in the mid-
19th century, its government continued to suppress the cultures, languages, and
traditions of Indigenous Peoples for many years. But this has been changing. The
government now supports the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples and recognizes that Indigenous Peoples’ knowledge and ways of seeing the world
are just as important as non-Indigenous peoples’. The Canadian government is trying to
restore and support Indigenous ways of thinking and living.

One example is the return of traditional Indigenous birth practices. In 2019, the
Canadian Department of Indigenous Services gave funding to Indigenous communities to
help revive these practices by training Indigenous midwives*. Because of this initiative,
Indigenous mothers can now give birth using traditional methods for the first time in
over 60 years. During childbirth, they are supported by their families and other women
from the community, which helps them feel safe, comforted, and at ease.

According to a 2025 newspaper article, Indigenous babies die at more than twice the
rate of non-Indigenous babies. Experts say this is mostly because of racial discrimination
and the lack of access to medical care among Indigenous Peoples. Bringing back
traditional childbirth practices in Indigenous communities could help narrow this gap.
This “cultural repair” tries to restore parts of Indigenous cultures lost during colonization.
It can improve the health of mothers and babies and also help strengthen Indigenous
communities that have faced unfair treatment from the rest of society.

As we look around the world today, we can see that most former colonized countries
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have achieved political independence. However, the harmful effects of colonization—
discrimination, poverty, and unequal social relations—persist to this day. Therefore,
decolonization is still an essential challenge for creating a truly equal and inclusive society.

* decolonization : BiAE Rk
* Indigenous : JEfERED
* midwife : By R
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