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This course examines scholarly research that uses quantitative data analysis to study interstate
military conflict.
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This course examines empirical research that uses quantitative data analysis to study interstate
military conflict. Students will read and discuss academic articles that address core research
questions in international relations, such as: How do the distribution of power and economic
interdependence relate to the onset of military conflict? Why do democratic states rarely fight one
another? What factors determine the duration of war? Do peacekeeping operations effectively
maintain peace? And have nuclear weapons fundamentally transformed international politics?

Prior knowledge of data analysis—particularly regression analysis—is desirable. If you are
considering enrolling in this course, you are encouraged to briefly review any of the articles listed
below and think carefully about whether this type of research interests you and whether you feel
comfortable reading studies of this kind before deciding to participate.
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3. D. Gibler, “State Development, Parity, and International Conflict,” American Political Science
Review, 2017.

4. K. Barbieri, “Economic Interdependence: A Path to Peace or a Source of Interstate Conflict?”
Journal of Peace Research, 1996.
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Conflict, 1950-1985,” International Studies Quarterly, 1997.

6. Z. Maoz and B. Russett, “Normative and Structural Causes of Democratic Peace, 1946-1986,”

| American Political Science Review, 1993.
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Perspectives on Democracy and War,” International Organization, 1999.
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International Organization, 2007.
15. Wrap-up
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Class participation, discussion, and presentation, 100%
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