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COIL Workshop
On July 27, the FD Committee, together with the Center for International Exchange, co-sponsored a workshop on the
Theory and Practice of Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL). The workshop featured a lecture by COIL
pioneer Professor Keiko lkeda of Kansai University entitled (COIL) with Overseas Universities: Looking to the Post-
Corona Disaster. This was followed by descriptions of COIL activities at UNP by faculty members Yasuyuki Takahashi
and Victor Gorshkov.
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Description of COIL

COIL is a learning method that uses information and communications technology (ICT) to build classes online in
collaboration with overseas universities. Last year, UNP began implementing COIL with partner universities in Japan
and the United States. In one such endeavor, the Department of Child Studies held COIL-type classes with a university
in Hawaii on two topics: childcare methods and techniques and overseas on-the-job training. It is thought that COIL
not only has the potential to promote international understanding; its use of ICT also makes it advantageous during
the COVID-19 pandemic when face-to-face classes are not advisable.
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Summary of Presentations

Keiko Ikeda : Professor Ikeda described the goals of the JPN-COIL association in promoting COIL activities, facilitating
the sharing of educational practices, and encouraging training programs. The talk then introduced examples of COIL
programs that have been running between Kansai University and Clemson University in the United States. One
example involved students in Japan who were studying English for Science and Technology working to complete
projects with US-based Bioengineering students. The projects concluded with collaborative presentations given in
Kansai by students of both institutions. The talk concluded with a discussion of some of the positive aspects of learning
in a COIL environment. These included flexible and varied classroom activities (lectures, small group discussions, team
projects), as well as opportunities to develop intercultural competence.
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Yasuyuki Takahashi : Professor Takahashi described the COIL project that he developed in his Childcare Methods and
Techniques class. In this course, third-year students in UNP's Child Studies Department and first-year students in the
Early Childhood Education course at the University of Hawaii Honolulu Community College discussed the similarities
and differences in early childhood education in their respective countries. The project was asynchronous and was
conducted entirely in English. Forty-one students from UNP and 32 from the partner school participated, with the
project successfully implementing high-quality collaborative learning.
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Victor Gorshkov : Professor Gorshkov described a COIL project for his UNP course entitled Current Issues in the World
Economy. UNP students and learners from National Economics University in Vietham worked collaboratively to
deepen their understanding of the role of culture in international business and its importance for economic
development. The project was conducted entirely in English. In total, 57 students participated, 35 from UNP and 22
from the partner institution.
Ty 3 7 4RSS 1d. "Current Issues in the World Economy; 128175 COIL 7BY 7 MIDOWT TN
EEE Lk, REOZFEUR M LAOBRBERFOZFENHA L T BBEVRIIIE T3 ULNERE L, BERE
DEHOUENDEBEHITOWTEBEFHI Lz, 2070V 7 MIFTRTEETITHON, KFH 5 35 &, BERD
522%20FENSMLE L,

Promoting COIL at UNP G

&

The goal of the July 27 workshop was to increase the number of subjects engaged in COIL-type lessons at UNP by
deepening faculty members’ understanding of this educational approach. In addition to the workshop, the Center for
International Exchange will offer ongoing help to faculty members to identify suitable partner universities for COIL
classes. It is hoped that these things will contribute to the quality and diversity of approaches to teaching and learning
at UNP.
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I am planning to do COIL with two of my courses in the fall semester. I am struggling with the
“collaboration" aspect and it was helpful to see how Takahashi Sensei and Victor Sensei handled
the group collaboration. Thank you for making this possible!
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