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INTRODUCTION
Gender Inequality Index (GII) is an index 
for measurement of gender disparity 
that was introduced in 2010 Human 
Development Report 20th anniversary 
edition by United Nations Development 
Programme.
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Comparison
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What worth highlighting in the 
education of Japan and China, and 

their comparison with Western 
countries.



Japan
Japan ranks 19th out of 188 countries 

within the Gender Inequality Index.





Gender-neutral 
uniforms

A growing number of schools in Japan are 
making their uniforms gender-neutral so 
that students are not forced to dress 
according to their sex at birth.



China
 China has a GII value of 0.168, 

ranking it 39 out of 162 countries 
in the 2019 index. 





Individual 
achievements
Zhang Guimei, a high school principal in China, 
has changed over 1800 girls’ fate by enabling 
them to pursue education and preventing 
poverty from being passed on the next 
generation.



Points in common ~China and Japan~
In China

・Woman has a baby 
・Companies tend to seek out mamy 
men

↓
・Pregnant women are dismissed.
・difficult to advance 

Traditional division of labor between men 
and women



Points in common ~China and Japan~
In Japon

「Otoko / Onna rashiku」 Gender wage gap: 22.5% (2020) 

Common: Stereotype 
for men and women



About Iceland 

The Global Gender Gap Index 2021

China : 0.682 / no.107

Japan : 0.658 / no.120



Example: Laws for gender equality



Example: Hjalli schools



What is needed for gender equality in 
China and Japan? 

It is necessary to raise awareness of gender equality, especially in 
education.



Comments & 
Suggestions
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Comments

Gender 
stereotypes 
are remain...

❏ Recognize our 
stereotypes

❏ Watch out for bias 
around us 

❏ Rethink about our 
norm

Change 
consciously!



Suggestions
How to promote gender equality in a class

● Group students in a balanced way
● Use gender-neutral language when 

appropriate
● Be reflective and be objective 
● Provide more gender-neutral options



Conclusion
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Conclusion

● Compare two countries
About the achievement & Challenges

● There are still a long way to go with 
the gender equality in education 
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