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特集 : 朝鮮民主主義人民共和国の動向と北東アジア

DPRK’s Response against COVID-19 (Summary)

MIMURA Mitsuhiro
Senior Research Fellow, Research Division, ERINA

I n the D emocr atic P eople’ s R epu blic of K or ea ( her einafter  r efer r ed to as N or th K or ea) ,  all bor der s w er e block ed in ear ly F ebr u ar y 
du e to the spr ead of C O V I D - 1 9  in C hina. T hey segr egated for eign nationals,  inclu ding diplomats,  and citiz ens that r etu r ned fr om 
over seas,  and condu cted medical obser vation measu r es for  those w ho came into contact w ith them. P r eventing C O V I D - 1 9  is seen as an 
oppor tu nity to adver tise the “ su per ior ity and pow er ”  of N or th K or ea’ s socialist system to the w or ld.

I n the R odong S hinmu n,  or  the par ty gaz ette,  9 0 3 ar ticles w er e sear ched w ith the k eyw or d “ cor onavir u s infectiou s disease”  fr om 
J anu ar y 2 6,  2 0 2 0  to M ay 2 4,  2 0 2 0 . A mong them,  abou t 9 0 %  of them ar e r epor ts on C O V I D - 1 9  in for eign cou ntr ies. T he r emaining 
1 0 %  of the r epor ts w er e on the cu r r ent statu s and epidemic pr evention system in N or th K or ea. A mong them,  six  lead editor ials and one 
editor ial have been pu blished on C O V I D - 1 9 .

A ccor ding to the r epor ts,  it seems that the containment w as achieved late in M ay 2 0 2 0 . H ow ever ,  as long as the vir u s epidemic 
continu es,  it is pr obable that for  the sak e of epidemic pr otection the nation w ill be r eq u ir ed to r emain in a state of “ isolation”  for  q u ite 
some time. It is di cult for orth orea to imagine a new era of prosperity in return for denucleari ation, and there is concern that the 
pandemic may have a decelerating e ect on their will to denucleari e.
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