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a:

It is my pleasure to greet al of you on behalf of my
colleagues at the United Nations Headquarters at the outset
of the Northeast Asia Economic Conference in Niigata
2002.

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is our honor to have been co-
sponsoring this annual economic conference since 1996,
already 6 years ago. During this 6-year period, we have
been holding deliberations on a wide range of important
issues for economic and social development in the
Northeast Asian region which is strategically very
important for the future of the whole Asian region and the
entire world. Transportation, environment, energy,
infrastructure, tax and other legal and administrative issues,
investment, and many other subjects have been placed on
our discussion table, and many policy recommendations
have been produced through the conference activities.

We are pleaded to recognize that the conference itself
has been constantly changing and evolving through the
thorough preparation by the organizers, intensive
discussions by the participants, and vigorous and persistent
follow-up activities by all concerned organizations. Among

YONEKAWA, Yoshinobu
Program Coordinator,
Department of Economic
and Social Affairs,
United Nations
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such evolution, first, the discussion topics of each major
issue of the conference have moved from those of rather
general nature to very specific ones to obtain concrete and
tangible results. Second, the Conference Organizing
Committee was established to set up the conference
framework and themes of discussions. Third, the
Transportation Subcommittee was created, and it has been
producing a concrete vision on the Northeast Asian
Transportation Corridor. Fourth, the discussion topics have
been expanding, and the conference has been addressing
new issues as well. This year, for example, the conference
will shed light on "development finance, " which is
presently a hot issue at the United Nations General
Assembly. In addition, "social issues' will be specifically
discussed this afternoon at the Meeting of Regional
Cooperation Experts. Fifth, the conference secretariat has
been enhancing its initiatives to provide technica input to
the conference.

We welcome all of these changes. It is because the
conference apparently needs such evolution to better
respond to increasing demand for a realistic vision, as well
as well planned strategies for economic and social
advancement of the life of people living in the region.

We would like to reiterate our appreciation to the
Honourables Governor Hirayama, Mayor Hasegawa, and
Mr. Kanamori, and other organizers of the conference, for
their continued commitment to the conference. We also
commend the effective support that the Government of
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Japan has been extending to the conference.

The Department of Economic and Social Affairsis an
integral part of the Secretariat of the United Nations
Headquarters in New York. The Department carries three
functions. The first one is to substantively support inter-
governmental bodies of the United Nations. Second, we
undertake social and economic research and publish
research results. Third, we formulate and execute
programes and projects for technical cooperation for
development in developing countries. In this field of
technical cooperation for development, we have been
recently holding training workshops in Northeast Asia for
socia and economic development over recent years. These
workshops were organized in collaboration with central and

0d

ooooo
oooooooon
00O

ooobooboctb21000000o0ooooboOooooon
ooooooooooooooooooObooboOoooDon
oobooooooooooooooooboboOooooon
ooooooooooo

goooooo0oooooOoOoooooboOooooDon
ooboobooooooooocOoooobooboboOoooon
ooooo0oooooooOooDi1oo000000o00oon
ooboooooooooooOoooooboboOoOooDbon
goooooooooooooooobObooboOoooDoon
goooobooocoooooooo

oooooooooooboooooooboooooDooon
goboooooooooooOooooooboOooooon

00O
=F ogog
A 0oooooooo
L ooooo
i 000oo

gobooooooboooobooooobooboooDoo
oobooooooooooooooooboboOooooon
gboooooooooboooooboooobooog
gobooooooooooooooooOoboboOoooDon
goooooooooooooooooboooooooobo22

local government agencies and NGOs in such countries as
China, the Republic of Korea and Russia. We will soon
hold another one in Beijing, China, in March this year
where we will have the participation of officials and
experts from China, the DPRK, Mongolia, the ROK and
Russia

Continuation is the power. We hope that all people
gathered here will enjoy productive discussions for tangible
results. We trust that the Northeast Asia Economic
Conference in Niigata will keep its evolution to meet the
emerging needs for social and economic advancement of
the countries in the region. On our part, we will continue
our substantive support for this important initiative.
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