ERINA REPORT Vol. 47

@ 2002 Tumen Programme
Intergovernmental Meetings

The annual Tumen Programme intergovernmental
meetings were hosted by the Government of the Russian
Federation and the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) in Vladivostok on 1-3 June.

The 6th meeting of the Consultative Commission for
the Development of the Tumen River Economic
Development Area and Northeast Asia was chaired by H.E.
Maxim Medvedkov, Vice Minister of Economic
Development and Trade, Russian Federation, and co-
chaired by Mr. Hafiz Pasha, UN Assistant Secretary-
Genera and Regiona Director, UNDP Regiona Bureau for
Asiaand the Pecific.

All five Tumen Programme member countries
participated at Vice Ministerial level, and the Government
of Japan attended in an observer capacity. The Democratic
People's Republic of Korea, which was unable to attend last
year's meetings, signed the project for Phase 11 of UNDP's
support for the Tumen Programme.

The programme of events included a Seminar on
Northeast Asia Economic Cooperation, a meeting of the
Tumen Programme National Coordinators, a meeting of the
Council of Eminent Persons, and a meeting of the Tumen
River Area Development Coordination Committee (where
Vice Ministers from China, DPRK and Russia discussed
coordination of economic development in the Tumen River
Areq).

The meeting concluded its deliberation with the
following decisions:
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1. All five member countries recognised the importance
of Japan's participation in the regional initiative and
agreed to offer full fledged membership to Japan.
The Consultative Commission requested UNDP to
make the approach on behalf of the member
countries to the Japanese government.

2. The Consultative Commission recognised the need
to have in-depth discussions on the Programme
beyond Phase I11. The Commission agreed to utilise
the National Coordinators Meeting as the forum for
such discussions, which would be supported by the
Eminent Persons and international experts. The
Consultative Commission recognised the need to
strengthen and restructure the Tumen Secretariat
and for the Secretariat to reorient its workplan
accordingly to support this process.

3. All five member countries recognised the
importance of developing new partnerships. In this
connection, they specifically mentioned the Asian
Development Bank in view of the financing
required as well as the experience of ADB in
promoting sub-regional cooperation in the Mekong
area. They also noted that the non-membership of
Russia and DPRK in ADB is an impediment to
regional cooperation in Northeast Asia, and hoped
that ways would be found to accept both countries
as ADB members.

4. The meeting noted that it is important to involve,
where appropriate, the business sector and civil
society in deliberations on the future course of the
Programme both at the local Tumen Region level
and more broadly at the Northeast Asia level. In
this connection, it was recommended that results
from non-governmental institutions are taken more
into consideration by the participating governments.

5. The meeting agreed on the need for prioritisation of
Programme activities. Member countries pointed
out the importance of infrastructure to realise the
vision of Northeast Asia cooperation, especialy in
transport, telecommunications, tourism and energy.

6. The next intergovernmental meetings will take place
in Chinain 2003.
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