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Asia’s international migration: 
Out-migration exceeds in-migration
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Figure 2. International Migrant Stock and the Population Share 
(in %), 2017

Source: ADB calculations using data from International Migrant Stock: The 2017 Revision. 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimates17.shtml
(accessed Aug 2018).

Varying Openness to Migration 

Intra-regional movement of 
people on decline
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International Migrant Stock and Share of Migrants 
from Asia, 1990-2017
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International Migration in Asia: 
Determinants and Nexus with 
Economic Integration
Population age structure in host economies a 
significant driver of migration
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International Migration in Asia: 
Determinants and Nexus with 
Economic Integration
Income gap fuels migration.
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International Migration in Asia: 
Determinants and Nexus with 
Economic Integration
Geographic variables strongly explains cross-
border migration.
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International Migration in Asia: 
Determinants and Nexus with 
Economic Integration
Trade ties
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International Migration in Asia: 
Determinants and Nexus with 
Economic Integration
Regional production chain
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Conclusion and Policy 
Implications
• Population aging of major host economies a significant

pull factor drawing migration from Asia, along with
income disparity and other geographic and cultural
ties.

• Skills complementarity will contribute to sustaining and
adding momentum of cross-border labor mobility in the
region.

• Economic integration through trade and production
chains substitutes labor mobility but higher income
through deeper economic cooperation and integration
can facilitate migration.

• Effective migration policy and region-wide skills
recognition schemes are needed to maximize the gains
from migration.
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