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On the Special Feature: New Developments in the
Economy of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

MIMURA, Mitsuhiro
Senior Research Fellow, Research Division, ERINA

In this issue, we invited three scholars from the Korean
Association of Social Sciences to present papers. The first
paper, “Development of the Self-Reliant Machinery
Industry” by Mr. Sok Chol Won emphasizes that the
machinery industry in the DPRK was built by the country’s
own efforts after the foundation of the DPRK, and outlines
the history of the development of the machinery industry in
the DPRK. Many factories which the Japanese built during
the colonial period were destroyed in the Korean War, but
most of the hydro-power plants, such as Supung (Shuifeng)
Power Station, and the various hydro power stations in the
valleys of the Pujong, Changjin and Hochon continued in
operation. Regrettably, he made no direct mention of that.
Also, he made no reference to the matter that socialist
countries such as the former-Soviet Union, Eastern
European countries and China contributed in no small part
to rebuilding the economy of the DPRK during the Postwar
Restoration period (1953—-1960). This is not unique to him,
but is very common among scholars in the DPRK: they try
very hard to emphasize the success of self-reliance and tend
to be reluctant to refer to the past results of foreign aid.
Most important in this paper is Chapter 3: “The Process of
Automation (computer numeric control: CNC) in the
Machinery and Production Process.” He comments on how
automation and modernization of industry took place in the
DPRK after Kim Jong II’s address on the need for further
advancement of the machinery industry on September 6,
1988. The paper is valuable in informing us how the term
“CNC” is used through referring to the use of CNC in the
industrial sector in the DPRK.

The second paper is the “Development of Local Industry
in the DPRK” by Mr. Ri Won Hyok. He makes a
comprehensive commentary on the origin, the history and
the contemporary importance of local industry in the
DPRK, which does not get mentioned on a frequent basis.
Local industry in the DPRK is being paid more attention
again now, as from the later phase of the Kim Jong Il era,
and especially in the Kim Jong Un era “improvement of
people’s lives” started to emerge as an important policy
issue. He makes the point that local industry is important
because it is possible to increase the production of basic
goods through full mobilization of the people without
additional investment of the central government and
because factories are allocated all over the country, and a
balanced allocation of industry among the regions of the
country is possible through the construction of local
industry. Thus, advancement of local industry makes it
possible to produce basic goods for local people by the
competence of the people, without any relation to the status
of central government accounts, and to press forward
industrialization of the country. Most of the basic goods

and condiments (soy-bean paste or soy sauce) have been
supplied in the DPRK via local industry. In Chapter 1
“Production of Basic Goods Utilizing Raw Materials in
Local Areas” he describes the basic direction of the
advancement of local industry as producing basic goods by
making use of local raw materials. In Chapter 2
“Normalization of Production in Local Industry Factories”
he describes how the DPRK’s local industry has ensured
raw materials, electricity and motive power. In Chapter 3
“Modernization of Local Industry” he gives an explanation
of the replacement of facilities, the foundation of factories
with modern facilities to realize the “improvement of
people’s lives” and shows that this path is based on the
orientation of the present leadership.

The third paper is “The DPRK, Ushering in a Period of
Great Prosperity in Construction” by Ms. Pak Un Sun. The
First Secretary Kim Jong Un, who became the leader of the
DPRK at the year-end of 2011, aims to build a society in
which people enjoy their cultural and physical life at the
same level as a city dweller in an advanced country,
employing slogans such as “Highly Civilized Socialist
Country” or “Thriving Socialist Nation.” In order to realize
that goal, much construction has been undertaken to build
high-rise apartment buildings, amusement parks, swimming
pools, cultural facilities and a ski resort. The phrase “an era
of prosperity in construction” means the period after 2011,
when a host of construction projects were implemented. In
Chapter 1 “The Basic Principle and Important
Requirements in Construction in the DPRK,” she explains
what kind of social significance construction has and the
requirements in construction. She mentions that it is
required to perform a “blitzkrieg” operation and three-
dimensional operation and to create new construction
speed, putting an emphasis on illustrating how “Korean
Speed” is realized: most of the large-scale constructions are
being carried out in one year. In Chapter 2 “Construction to
Revitalize the Economy” she introduces construction work
such as hydro-power-plant construction to support the
increase of electricity production for the normal operation
of industrial facilities, steel production facilities to ensure
the raw materials for the machinery industry, construction
of facilities for other metal industries or machinery
industries and construction of the development of railway
transportation. In Chapter 3 “Construction to Ensure an
Affluent and Civilized Life for the People” she provides
informative commentary on the construction of various
farms, stock farms, mushroom factories, vegetable factories,
housing and utility facilities for the people.

I hope our readers will gain new information on the new
dimensions of economic construction in the Kim Jong Un
era of the DPRK through the special feature in this issue.
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