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Summary

There has been intense discussion on the Lewisian turning point for the Chinese economy in recent years. In this paper
we carried out examination regarding the Lewisian turning point in the regions, focusing on the labor market in northeastern
China. In the analysis of the changes in the persons employed in primary and secondary industries and the urban
unemployment rate, phenomena that should appear close to the Lewisian turning point were not confirmed. Although the real
urban and rural earnings both had an upward trend, the disparity between urban and rural wages had not shrunk.

In this paper we first estimated the rural production function using panel data for the three provinces of the Northeast.
Next, utilizing the elasticity of labor obtained here, we estimated the rural marginal productivity, undertook a comparison with
the subsistence level, and lastly estimated the surplus labor capacity for the three provinces of the Northeast. According to the
results of the empirical analysis, in the three provinces of the Northeast the rural marginal productivity was lower than the
subsistence level, the surplus labor capacity existed in large measure and had not exceeded the Lewisian turning point. For
Liaoning Province alone, however, movement approaching the Lewisian turning point could be confirmed.

[Translated by ERINA]
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